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ABOUT LONG FURROW

Long Furrow is published by the Editorial Committee 
made up of residents of East Goscote. 

Please note that all photographs that appear in Long 
Furrow are copyright and cannot be used without the 
owner’s permission. 

Long Furrow retains the right to edit or refuse articles 
if it is deemed necessary. Anonymous items will not 
be published unless details of the writer are made 
known confidentially to the editor of Long Furrow. 

The views expressed in Long Furrow are those of the 
contributors and do not necessarily represent those of 
the editorial panel. 

The Long Furrow Committee would like to thank East 
Goscote Parish Council for their support in producing 
LONG FURROW. 

EDITOR / TREASURER
Charlotte Turlington 
07599 442064 
long_furrow@yahoo.co.uk. 
c/o The Parish Office, Village Hall, 
Long Furrow. 
Please address any letters for the 
Attn. of Long Furrow Magazine.
 

COMMITTEE 
David Cannon 
John Malpus 
Shayna Harper 
Carren Tate 

IN THIS EDITION
Here you will find a selection of items included in 

this edition. 

•	 Parish Council News
•	 Become a Councillor 

Information
•	 Kids Sports Day Poster
•	 Brownies and Guides 

Update
•	 Bizzy Bees Preschool 

News
•	 Charnwood WI
•	 Village Hall Update
•	 Greener Goscote

•	 County Councillor 
Update

•	 Scouts, Beavers, Cubs and 
Squirrels Update

•	 VE Day Celebrations
•	 St Hilda’s Church News
•	 The Merchants of 

Merchants Common 
Feature

•	 Library News
•	 MP Update 

EDITORIAL 
Summer is in full swing, bringing with it long, warm days, gardens in bloom, and a wonderful sense of togetherness 
as we all make the most of the sunshine, fresh air, and community spirit.
In this edition, alongside our usual round-up of news from local groups, you’ll find a special feature celebrating the 
shopkeepers who help keep village life ticking along. We also have details of the upcoming Kids’ Sports Day at the 
Village Hall (see page 6) — a fun-filled event for all ages — and an open invitation to attend the Greener Goscote 
AGM (page 11), where everyone is welcome to get involved.

AND THANK YOU
To our sponsors, our contributors, our helpers and 
our advertisers. Without you, Long Furrow simply 
would not happen. 

LONG FURROW NEEDS YOU
We like to think Long Furrow is part of the glue that 
holds our community together.  
We have an on-going need for help with distribution, 
articles and advertisements. Get in touch with the 
editorial team if you think you can help. 

COPY DEADLINES
1st October 2025 
1st January 2026 

1st April 2026 
1st July 202

PUBLICATION DATES
1st November 2025 
1st February 2026 

1st May 2026 
1st August 2025

Hello...
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EEAASSTT  GGOOSSCCOOTTEE  PPAARRIISSHH  CCOOUUNNCCIILL  NNEEWWSS 

Save the Date – Christmas Afternoon Tea 

We’re delighted to announce that this year’s Afternoon Tea for 
residents aged 65 and over will take place on Saturday 13th 
December 2025 in the Village Hall. It’s always a lovely festive 
occasion and we hope you’ll join us. More details will follow in 
the next edition. 

Village Hall Update 

The Village Hall Committee continues to work hard behind the 
scenes and is currently seeking funding to replace the hall’s 
windows in 2025. A huge thank you to everyone who came 
along to the VE Day celebration, which was attended by almost 
60 people. It was a memorable day full of community spirit. 
(See the separate article for a full recap.) 

Thank you to everyone who supports their efforts to improve 
this much-loved community space. 

Vandalism in Our Play Areas 

Unfortunately, there have been four incidents of vandalism this 
year involving the safety surfacing at the Ling Dale play area 
(near the school) and The Mound. This kind of damage affects 
all of us and comes at a cost to the whole village. If you see 
anything suspicious, please report it to the police - your help 
makes a real difference. 

Community Right to Bid – The Plough and Car Park 

We’re pleased to report that the Parish Council’s application to 
have The Plough pub and its car park listed as a community 
asset has been approved by Charnwood Borough Council on 
the grounds that its actual current use furthers the social 
wellbeing and interests of the local community.  

Flooding and Drains – Ongoing Concerns 

The Parish Council continues to raise concerns about delays in 
resolving blocked drain issues in the village. We’re in regular 
contact with the responsible authorities and will keep pushing 
for action. 
 
In addition, we’re hoping to secure funding from Charnwood 
Borough Council to install a flood equipment store and 
emergency supplies to help us respond more effectively in the 
future. 

Funding from Hyperoptic 

We’re very grateful to Hyperoptic, whose recent funding has 
enabled the Parish Council to: 
- Replace the noticeboard opposite the playing field 
- Refurbish the village sign 
 
These improvements help keep our village looking smart and 
welcoming. 

Stay Connected 

Want to know more about what’s happening in East Goscote? 
Visit our website for updates, meeting minutes, contact info, 
and more: 
www.eastgoscote-pc.gov.uk 

Could You Be a Parish Councillor? 

Do you care about where you live? Want to make a difference? 
We currently have three vacancies on the Parish Council. It’s a 
great way to get involved and shape the future of our village. 
See the separate article on page 5 to find out more. 

Issues can be reported to the relevant authorities using the QR Codes below 

Report Fly Tipping Report Dog Concerns Report Road Issues 
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We started the term by going off on Pack Holiday. Always an exciting time and a chance for the Brownies to be 
independent and try new things.  
The girls absolutely loved it and we were so proud of those who came away for the first time. 
We celebrated one of our girls achieving her Gold award, by holding a cake sale for the " Dogs Trust" She raised £90 
which was amazing. 
We celebrated VE day with a small party and coloured VE day posters. 
We have invested in some boom wackers, which I'd never come across before, but Tawny held an evening and 
showed us all how they work. We even managed a tune from "Lion King" 
The Brownies all had a go at pyrography and made Fathers day keyrings. 
We held a singing evening and took on the Ladies Rugby Challenge instead of the normal sports day. Great fun. 
Our last evening of the term is always 
fishing, but as this goes out, I'm not sure 
there will be enough water in the Brook. 
 
Thankyou to the parents for their 
continued support and we hope you enjoy 
your summer. 
 
Regards 
 
Brown Owl 
07981812955 

The Guides have been on a journey of discovery this year, working towards 
their 
Discover Leicestershire badge since last September. To wrap up the challenge, 
they recently indulged in a cheese tasting evening, sampling and rating a 
variety of delicious cheeses, including the region’s famous Red Leicester and 
Stilton. With a fun cheese quiz and even designing their own creative cheese, it 
was an experience to remember! 
Their adventures didn’t stop there. A trip to Bradgate Park provided the perfect 
backdrop for artistic inspiration, where the Guides sketched the iconic Old 
John building and its breathtaking surroundings, showcasing some truly 
incredible drawing talents. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Looking ahead, there’s plenty more excitement in store! This term, the Guides will dive into slime making and take 
part in their much-anticipated annual sports day. And as the summer holidays approach, they’re gearing up for an 
unforgettable trip to Topstones for the ‘Survive 25’ event. This action-packed getaway promises fun-filled activities, 
including inflatables, barefoot trails, cooking, challenges, sports, crafts, and of course, a magical campfire 
singalong alongside fellow Guides from across the county. 
The countdown is on, and we can't wait! 
 

Rachel and Michelle, East Goscote Guide Leaders 
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Mental capacity can be lost in the blink of an eye for some of 
us or slowly over a period of time. NHS figures tell us that the 
number of people with dementia is increasing because 
people are living longer and it’s estimated that by 2025, the 
number of people with dementia in the UK will be more than 
1 million.  Even though we know this, many of us are not 
prepared at all should we be one of these statistics!!  
 
Should you become either mentally or physically 
incapacitated then for those trying to look after us, perhaps 
the people we once cared for, this is going to be an upsetting 
and stressful time.  Next of kin (our spouse and children) 
have no automatic legal authority to manage our affairs 
without a Lasting Power of Attorney (LPA).   
 
If you want to know more about our LPA Services or would 
like to book a free local home visit to make you LPA or Will 
give us a call, we’re always happy to answer any questions. 

07442 670570 

info@wheelerandgreenllp.co.uk www.wheelerandgreenllp.co.uk 
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EExxcciittiinngg  AAddvveennttuurreess  aatt  BBiizzzzyy  BBeeeess  PPrreesscchhooooll!!  
 

This term at Bizzy Bees Preschool has been full of fascinating discoveries and 
hands-on learning. Our little explorers have been diving into the wonders of life 
cycles, observing caterpillars as they transform into cocoons and then emerge as 
beautiful butterflies. The highlight was releasing them into nature—our friendly 
butterflies even let us hold them, creating magical memories! 
 
Meanwhile, our curious young scientists have been monitoring tadpoles from 
frog spawn, eagerly awaiting their transformation into frogs. Daily observations 
have kept anticipation high as they witness nature’s slow but mesmerizing pro-
gress. 
 

We’ve also been learning about the heroes in our community. A special visit 
from Leicestershire Police gave the children a chance to meet real-life help-
ers, and this week, a local dentist will be stopping by to share advice on 
keeping little smiles bright and healthy. 
 
As summer unfolds, we have plenty of exciting events ahead! From our much-
loved annual Sports Days to the heartwarming Graduation events celebrating 
our school leavers, there’s lots to look forward to—including our delightful 
Teddy Bear Picnic week. 

 
To learn more or secure a place for your child at Bizzy Bees, contact Rachel on 0077990088778811665522 

East Goscote • Long Furrow   Page 9



 

 

EAST GOSCOTE VILLAGE HALL UPDATE 
KEEP FUN, KEEP FIT 

 
Join East Goscote Village Hall’s Social Table 

Tennis and Kurling Clubs 
 

Table Tennis sessions take place weekly on 
a Tuesday, 10 a.m. – 12 noon. 

 
Kurling sessions take place on the 1st and 

3rd Thursday, 2 p.m. – 4 p.m. 
 

Sessions cost £3.00 per person which 
includes tea and coffee – beginners 

welcome. 

BINGO AFTERNOONS 
 

Doors open 2.00 p.m.,  
Eyes Down at 2.30 p.m. 

 
From £3.00 per person, which includes 3 

games of bingo and tea or coffee.  
Prizes dependent on the number of people 

playing. 
 

Dates for 2025:  
Thursday 28th August, Thursday 25th Sep-

tember, Thursday 30th October 

COMMUNITY LIFE SAVING SKILLS 
MONDAY 1ST SEPTEMBER, 6 P.M. – 8 P.M. 

 
East Midlands Ambulance Service would like to invite the East Goscote Community to a 

free awareness drop-in session based on CPR and the use of a Defibrillator. 
 

This is a part of the Cardiac Arrest Strategy of East Midlands Ambulance Service, with the 
aim to raise awareness to the public of what to do if they were in the unfortunate position 

of dealing with a cardiac arrest. 
 

There is also the hope to have an ambulance on site for those attending to view. 
 

Please contact us using the details at the bottom of the page to book your place. 
 

DONATIONS TO EMAS WELCOME 
 

As well as being available for occasional use, we have the 
opportunity for regular users to have weekly use of the hall. 

Please contact us for availability. 
 

East Goscote Village Hall Management Committee meets several 
times a year to discuss the work of the hall, including current and 

prospective user groups, maintenance requirements, and legal re-
sponsibilities. If you would like to be involved, please contact us on 

0116 260 2202 or email admin@eastgoscote-pc.gov.uk 
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USEFUL LINKS: www.lesswaste.org.uk 
www.completewasters.co.uk www.recyclenow.com 
www.lovefoodhatewaste.com www.leics.gov.uk 
www.charnwood.gov.uk www.keepbritaintidy.org 
www.hubbub.org.uk, WasteNot Leicestershire and  
The Green Place — What’s On? on Facebook 

THE GREENER GOSCOTE PAGE 
Summer 2025 (No. 80) 

Working 
with Nature 

CONTACT US: Greener Goscote exists to promote real 
environmental sustainability in our village. For free 
advice on composting, recycling, biodiversity and 
climate change and for information on Greener Goscote 
contact David on 07873852372, or email 
greenergoscote@outlook.com or find us, and maybe 
join us, on Facebook? 

Greener Goscote (the Group) is now over 5 years old. The Greener Goscote Page has 
been a feature of The Long Furrow for 20 years. Hard work at times but it’s also been fun 
and has achieved some useful stuff. See photos. Sir David, who sent us his best wishes 
would you believe, keeps going at 99 but that is not given to all of us. So Greener 
Goscote is due for a change of leadership and possibly a change of direction. If you have 
a view on what that might be or better still, would like to get involved, join us at our AGM 
on 1st August 7:00 pm in our lovely Library (thanks Richard and Team) or Contact Us. 
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This is my first article of the new County 
Council term and I want to start by 
thanking everyone who supported me in 
the recent election. I am truly grateful for 
the trust you put in me and I very much 
look forward to continuing my work for the 
village for another four years. Regardless 
of which way you voted, or if you didn’t 
vote at all, I am here to work for everyone 
in East Goscote and the other villages in 
Syston Fosse. If I can therefore be of any 
help to you please do get in touch.   
 
Outcome of the County Council elections 
The result of the election in Syston Fosse 
was as follows: 
 
James Poland (Conservative): 1,297 
Kieran Taylor (Reform UK): 915 
Laurie Needham (Green): 894 
Michael McLoughlin (Labour): 86 
 
The elections saw big changes in the make-
up of the County Council, Leicestershire is 
now in no overall control (meaning no one 
party has enough Councillors to control the 
council on their own), the largest party is 
Reform UK with 25 Councillors (28 are 
needed for a majority).  The other parties 
represented on the County Council are the 
Conservatives (15 members), the Lib Dems 
(11 members), 2 Labour members, 1 Green 
Party member and 1 independent.   
 
Leicestershire County Council is now run by 
Reform UK who have formed a minority 
Administration (meaning they hold all the 

Cabinet positions, including the position of 
Leader of the Council, but don’t have an 
overall majority).  
 
Have a say on plans to improve rights of 
way 
Local walks, new opportunities for 
volunteers and better signs are included in 
a new plan designed to boost rights of way 
– and people are urged to have their say. 
Leicestershire County Council is 
encouraging residents to complete a short 
survey about its 1,915-mile network of 
paths, used for activities such as walking, 
cycling and horse riding.  
 
Earlier this year, over 1,000 people gave 
their views on how the network could be 
improved and these responses were used 
to inform the plan.  People can view the 
council’s draft ‘Rights of Way Improvement 
Plan’ 2025-2035 and give their views 
online at: leicestershire.gov.uk/rights-of-
way    
 
The consultation is open until 14 August 
2025.    
 

How I can assist 
Regardless of the political situation at 
Leicestershire County Council, my first and 
most important duty as a County Councillor 
is assisting residents who need my help. 
Examples of issues people have contacted 
me about recently include concerns around 
parking, overgrown trees and hedges 
blocking public footpaths, speeding, drains 
and sewer issues and fly tipping (to name 
just a few!). If there is anything I can assist 
you with please let me know. 
 
James Poland CC 
Tel: 07764 966677 
Email: james.poland@leics.gov.uk  
Facebook: Cllr James Poland 

County Councillor Update - James Poland 
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EEAASSTT  GGOOSSCCOOTTEE  SSCCOOUUTT  GGRROOUUPPSS  

 
 
What a fantastic term it has been at Scouts! We’ve 
packed in a wide range of exciting activities and 
memorable experiences. We started the term with a 
great night at JJoohhnn’’ss  LLeeee  WWoooodd  ccaammppssiittee, where Scouts 
enjoyed energetic wide games like CCaappttuurree  tthhee  
FFllaagg and QQuueessttiioonn  HHuunntt, making full use of the outdoor 
space. One of the highlights was a ppiioonneeeerriinngg  pprroojjeecctt, 
where Scouts worked together to build 
impressive bboowwll  ssttaannddss using traditional lashing 
techniques and teamwork. We also held a hands-
on bbaasseess  eevveenniinngg,, giving Scouts the chance to develop 
key outdoor skills across different stations, 
including kknniiffee  aanndd  aaxxee  ssaaffeettyy,,  kknnoott  ttyyiinngg,,  ffiirree  lliigghhttiinngg, 
and mmaapp  rreeaaddiinngg. In May, we enjoyed an action-
packed ccaammpp featuring ggeeooccaacchhiinngg,,  ppaaddddllee  ccaarrttss, and a 
range of tteeaamm--bbuuiillddiinngg  cchhaalllleennggeess.. We also visited 
the BBrriittiisshh  MMoottoorr  MMuusseeuumm in Coventry, where Scouts 
explored an incredible collection of historic cars. The 
term continued with our SSccoouutt  FFêêttee, where Scouts 
worked hard and showed great teamwork to help raise 
money in the local community. It was an excellent effort 
from everyone involved. We wrapped up the term with 
a visit to BBeeeeddlleess  LLaakkee  GGoollff  CCoouurrssee, where Scouts 
learned the fundamentals of golf technique and 
enjoyed their time on the ddrriivviinngg  rraannggee.. We then 
finished off with a fun and relaxed BBBBQQ,, bringing 
everyone together to celebrate a brilliant term. 

 

Wow! How fast this year is going. The Cubs have been 
busy - back in May they did their Gardner’s badge, 
where they made compost, learnt about insects and 
planted beans. With our camp coming up they learnt 
new skills, like pitching a tent, how to be safe on camp 
and pack kit. Also, we used axe and saws to give them 
even more skill. The rest of the term we had a hike, 
learnt new sports, played wide games and much more. 
Recently we have had a Safari themed camp along with 
the Beavers this was full of activities and fun. Cubs will 
finish the summer term off with a trip to Bradgate park 
to fish in the stream or get wet!! 

 
WOW! We have just returned from our joint Summer 
Camp with the Cubs. We had 36 children on 
Camp and everyone had the best time ever. Safari 
themed this year, which saw us hunting for animal foot 
prints around the woods, bushtucker trials, making 
jeeps for a ‘hunt the poacher’ game, animal masks and 
lots more. They all went home with lots of stories to 
tell their parents and hopefully fantastic memories 
forever, as always us leaders return home really 
pleased with another successful camp after seeing how 
the children thoroughly enjoyed themselves. We finish 

off our end of term with a trip to the Ten Pin Bowling 
Alley, but not just that we are travelling by train to get 
there, such an adventure. As we look back on our time 
at Beavers since Easter we have done some fabulous 
things, we did an Adventure Walk around 
Thrussington, we visited the local Church too for our 
Faith badge, we did our Cyclist Badge and part of this 
was to go for a cycle ride around our village, all 36 of 
us! And we have learnt a bit about Aeroplanes for our 
Air Activity Badge. 

  

 
  

Squirrels started on the 26th April with 9 squirrels. We 
started off with getting to know everyone with some 
fun games and activities. We are working hard to learn 
our squirrels promise ready to be invested soon so we 
get our badges and Necker. We are working towards 
our creative badges and let it grow. We have been out 
in the woods doing a scavenger hunt, created bugs 
with tissue paper and water and even been on a bug 
hunt in the tent with our touches. We have 
planted lots of different seeds and are excitedly 
watching them grow. We have even became young 
Jedi’s on a special mission to go exploring. 3 of our 
squirrels joined us at the St George’s day event at 
Oaks in Charnwood and took on the black hole, the 
jungle trail and bouldering amongst other fun 
activities. 

 

@EastGoscoteScoutGroup  @EGoscoteScouts   

www.eastgoscotescouts.org.uk 

This years East Goscote Scouts Fete 
 

Sunday 8th June 
 
It was a dull, windy day and little chilly, however the predicted 
rain showers stayed away and the sun eventually appeared. 
Considering the weather lots of people from East Goscote 
and the surrounding villages attended, the children enjoyed 
the bouncy castle and slide, the older children and some 
adults had great fun air rifle shooting and practising their 
archery skills. 
The biggest queue was at the Women's Institute Tombola, 
with many winning some lovely goody bags or some very nice 
adult bottles of pop! 
There was a huge choice of refreshments, sweets, cakes, 
BBQ burgers and more. 
There were also a good range of stalls selling artisan, 
handmade goodies and plants! 
If you didn't visit this year, you missed a great burger and a 
fun few hours! If you did the Scouts thank you for your 
support and hope to see you again next year. 
 
C R Tate 
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If you would like to report any concerns to 
the Borough Councillors, please use the 
details below. 
Laurie Needham: 
cllr.laurie.needham@charnwood.gov.uk                
07807 399879 
Sandra Woodward: 
cllr.sandra.woodward@charnwood.gov.uk        
07823 889088 
Chris O’Neill: 
cllr.chris.o’neill@charnwood.gov.uk                                 
07855 812620 

BRAIN TEASERS 
1. How many animals of each sex did Moses take on the ark?  
  
2. What has a mouth but cannot chew? 
  
3. There is a town where 5 per cent of the people living there have unlisted phone numbers. If you selected 100 names at 
random from the towns phone directory, on average, how many of these people would have unlisted phone numbers? 
 
4. What invention lets you look right through a wall? 
  
5 Every day, a cyclist crosses the border between Spain and France carrying a bag. No matter how much custom officials 
investigate him, they do not know what he is smuggling. Do you? 
 

Thank you to John Malpus for submitting these  - Answers on the back page. 
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Recently we have had a Safari themed camp along with 
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finish the summer term off with a trip to Bradgate park 
to fish in the stream or get wet!! 

 
WOW! We have just returned from our joint Summer 
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Camp and everyone had the best time ever. Safari 
themed this year, which saw us hunting for animal foot 
prints around the woods, bushtucker trials, making 
jeeps for a ‘hunt the poacher’ game, animal masks and 
lots more. They all went home with lots of stories to 
tell their parents and hopefully fantastic memories 
forever, as always us leaders return home really 
pleased with another successful camp after seeing how 
the children thoroughly enjoyed themselves. We finish 

off our end of term with a trip to the Ten Pin Bowling 
Alley, but not just that we are travelling by train to get 
there, such an adventure. As we look back on our time 
at Beavers since Easter we have done some fabulous 
things, we did an Adventure Walk around 
Thrussington, we visited the local Church too for our 
Faith badge, we did our Cyclist Badge and part of this 
was to go for a cycle ride around our village, all 36 of 
us! And we have learnt a bit about Aeroplanes for our 
Air Activity Badge. 

  

 
  

Squirrels started on the 26th April with 9 squirrels. We 
started off with getting to know everyone with some 
fun games and activities. We are working hard to learn 
our squirrels promise ready to be invested soon so we 
get our badges and Necker. We are working towards 
our creative badges and let it grow. We have been out 
in the woods doing a scavenger hunt, created bugs 
with tissue paper and water and even been on a bug 
hunt in the tent with our touches. We have 
planted lots of different seeds and are excitedly 
watching them grow. We have even became young 
Jedi’s on a special mission to go exploring. 3 of our 
squirrels joined us at the St George’s day event at 
Oaks in Charnwood and took on the black hole, the 
jungle trail and bouldering amongst other fun 
activities. 

 

@EastGoscoteScoutGroup  @EGoscoteScouts   

www.eastgoscotescouts.org.uk 

This years East Goscote Scouts Fete 
 

Sunday 8th June 
 
It was a dull, windy day and little chilly, however the predicted 
rain showers stayed away and the sun eventually appeared. 
Considering the weather lots of people from East Goscote 
and the surrounding villages attended, the children enjoyed 
the bouncy castle and slide, the older children and some 
adults had great fun air rifle shooting and practising their 
archery skills. 
The biggest queue was at the Women's Institute Tombola, 
with many winning some lovely goody bags or some very nice 
adult bottles of pop! 
There was a huge choice of refreshments, sweets, cakes, 
BBQ burgers and more. 
There were also a good range of stalls selling artisan, 
handmade goodies and plants! 
If you didn't visit this year, you missed a great burger and a 
fun few hours! If you did the Scouts thank you for your 
support and hope to see you again next year. 
 
C R Tate 

 

 

If you would like to report any concerns to 
the Borough Councillors, please use the 
details below. 
Laurie Needham: 
cllr.laurie.needham@charnwood.gov.uk                
07807 399879 
Sandra Woodward: 
cllr.sandra.woodward@charnwood.gov.uk        
07823 889088 
Chris O’Neill: 
cllr.chris.o’neill@charnwood.gov.uk                                 
07855 812620 

BRAIN TEASERS 
1. How many animals of each sex did Moses take on the ark?  
  
2. What has a mouth but cannot chew? 
  
3. There is a town where 5 per cent of the people living there have unlisted phone numbers. If you selected 100 names at 
random from the towns phone directory, on average, how many of these people would have unlisted phone numbers? 
 
4. What invention lets you look right through a wall? 
  
5 Every day, a cyclist crosses the border between Spain and France carrying a bag. No matter how much custom officials 
investigate him, they do not know what he is smuggling. Do you? 
 

Thank you to John Malpus for submitting these  - Answers on the back page. 
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St Hilda’s Church Update 
CHURCH NEWS 

We are still celebrating our 50th Anniversary 
year. We have had concerts over the summer 
and a Strawberry Tea and Songs Of Praise on the 
6th of July, I hope you saw all the posters we put 
around and were able to come to the events.  

Our services are usually 9.30am Sunday morning 
but we have been having a few joint services with 
other churches in the area - please always check 
our Notice Board outside the front door, any 
changes will be on there.  

We will be holding the Annual Tree Festival 12th - 
14th December. More details will be available in 
the next edition.  

Tricia PCC Secretary.    

TEA TIMERS 
 
Tuesdays: 2 - 4 p.m. Hello, everyone is welcome to come and join us.  
 
We have a natter, some bring knitting as they natter. We also play board games - Rumicub is 
the favourite at the moment. 
 
During the past few months we have had an Easter Bonnet afternoon and we celebrated VE 
Day - we had an indoor street party.  
 
Soon we will be holding a similar party for VJDay, a couple of days early, on Tuesday 12th 
August 2-4pm.  
 
As ever anyone can come and join with us the door is always open. Tricia and Jessie  
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THE MERCHANTS OF MERCHANTS COMMON 
Feature by Carren Tate 

East Goscote Stores 
Opened in 1998 and run by Kaush. He 
sells a great range of nearly everything 
at competitive prices, including some 
great wines at very reasonable (fixed 
prices), which I can confirm having 
tried the odd bottle or two! During 
Covid Kaush provide an essential 
service to many within our community 
and he remains a valued member of 
our village. 
 
Butterfly Funeral Services 

A fairly new arrival in the 
village - it is owned and 
run by Shane, providing 
a much needed top 
quality local service for 
the bereaved. Shane has 
had many years in the 

business and is fully qualified to provide the personal 
service we all hope, we'll never need, but know we will. 
 
Morrisons Daily 
Originally opened as a Four 
Boys newsagents in the 
early 1980's, it was taken 
over by McColls in 1990, 
and was then bought in 
2022 by the Morrisons 
Supermarket chain and 
converted into the 
Morrisons Daily that we see today in 2024. It continues 
to offer all the Post office, Lotto and Newsagent 
services, including the delivery of papers. The shop is 
managed by Pete and his happy band of assistants. 
 
Lydia-Jons Hairdressers 

Originally opened as The 
Looking Glass Hair salon in 
the 1980's, it was taken over 
and renamed after the new 
owners two children, Lydia 
and Jon! 38 years ago Karen, 

the current owner and stylist, took over and completely 
restyled and modernised the salon, all except the name 
which remains unchanged. Currently Karen offers a 
wide range of services, hair styling for both men and 
women, eye brow shaping and colouring and even a 
chiropodist! Literally head to toe 
servicing!  
 
Annie's Cafe 
Owned and run by the sisters 
Annette and Liz for the last six 
years. They named the Cafe after 

their mother, Annie. They provide essential breakfasts 
and lunches for the locals and passing trades people, 
who have the choice to eat in or take away, including a 
full Sunday Roast! It is a popular meeting place, 
particularly on a nice sunny day for a coffee and a chat. 
 
Your Pharmacy (Formerly Pickfords) 
A very new arrival in our village. The 
pharmacy has been bought by 
Akshay, a Leicester lad that became 
a fully qualified Pharmacist in 2013 
at Leicester University. Initially 
Akshay and his staff will be offering 
all the normal NHS services, blood 
pressure checks, Covid and Flu 
Vaccines, but hopes to soon be able 
to offer additional private services such as Weight loss 
treatments and holiday vaccines. 

  
The White Slice 
Take away or delivered, filled rolls and 
hot food shop owned and run by 
Emma (photo) and Tammie since 
November 2020. The shop is named 
after the previous owner of 40 years, 
Julie White. 

 
 
East Goscote Fish Bar 
Lagi, (pictured) originally took over 
the chippy in 2003 with his mother 
(Sophia), father and sister. Due to 
illness and family issues, in 2010, 
Lagi took over the business on his 
own. His beloved father, Andreas 
Muppouras passed on the 2nd 
March 2024 at just 69. 
Lagi prides himself on cooking the 
finest fish and chips, Kebabs etc. for take out or 
delivery, either way he never skimps on the portions!   
 

Finally a non- Merchant, merchant, 
from the darkest recesses of Melton 
Road, hidden between Willowbrook 
and Lilac, is - 
 
Oh sew good Fabrics 
Natalie opened this store about 3 1/2  
years ago. She sells sewing 
machines, fabrics and yarn, plus lots 

of other sewing stuff! Natalie also offers sewing lessons 
and a small range of her own brand designer cloths. 
Natalie used to be Model, and an amateur Eventer/
horse jumper and recently got engaged to her long time 
boyfriend, a Farrier she met when re-shoeing her horse! 
The wedding is expected to be next year. 
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Library Update 
Opening Times 

 
Monday: 9.00 a.m. - 12.00 noon 
Tuesday: 2.00 p.m. - 5.00 p.m. 
Wednesday: 10 am - 12 noon  
(COFFEE MORNING) 
Thursday: 2.00 p.m. - 5.00 p.m. 
Friday: 9.00 a.m. - 12.00 noon 
Saturday: 10.00 a.m. - 1.00 p.m. 

is the UK’s biggest 
charity shopping 
site. Scan the QR 
code opposite to 

find out how you can 
raise FREE 

donations for the 
library. 

There’s still time to join the 
Summer Reading Challenge - 

visit the library for more 
information. 

The Rt. Hon Edward Argar MP 
Member of Parliament for Melton and Syston 

  
A brief update for this edition of Long Furrow - an issue that I know is of very real 
concern to readers, and local residents more widely, is planning and development, 
or in many cases locally, the risk of over-development. Although for local magazines 
I tend to try to focus on very local issues, the Planning and Infrastructure Bill which 
is currently passing through Parliament, could potentially have a real local impact on 
the future, and I have significant concerns about the way it seeks to reduce the role 

of local elected councillors in deciding some applications. Similarly I recently voted for amendments to the Bill 
that would protect high quality agricultural land from being turned into solar farms; that would protect villages 
from being merged into each other as a result of new developments, and would seek to protect the character 
and setting of historic villages from the impacts of new developments; and to strengthen Environmental 
Delivery Plans to provide for more effective and swifter conservation measures to help protect our environment 
when development does take place, all issues increasingly relevant to East Goscote. Unfortunately the 
Government opposed all of these changes, and they were voted down, but I will continue to support measures 
that will improve the Bill, make sure local voices are heard, and that help to protect our villages and rural 
landscapes from unsustainable over-development.  
  
Finally, East Goscote is always a great place to be, never more so than in the summer, and I look forward to 
seeing many of you in East Goscote over the summer months, at events, or just out and about in the village. As 
always, if you ever want to get in touch do feel free to write to me at: The Rt. Hon Edward Argar MP, House of 
Commons, London SW1A 0AA, or email me on edward.argar.mp@parliament.uk  
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If you are a member of an organisation which is providing a service to the community,     
please contact us with up to date details 

Printed by  
SCOTIA PRESS 
St Peters Street,  

Syston 
 

Published by 
Long Furrow Editorial  

Committee 

EAST GOSCOTE PARISH COUNCIL 
 

IIff  yyoouu  hhaavvee  aannyy  ccoonncceerrnnss  oorr  qquueerriieess,,  
pplleeaassee  ddoonn’’tt  hheessiittaattee  ttoo  ggeett  iinn  ttoouucchh..  
Situated to the side of the Village Hall,  
our office hours are: 
Monday  9.30 a.m. – 12.30 p.m. 
Tuesday  9.30 a.m. – 2.00 p.m. 
Thursday 9.30 a.m. – 12.30 p.m. 
Telephone:  0116 260 2202  
(answerphone available) 
Email:  clerk@eastgoscote-pc.gov.uk 

WWee  wwoouulldd  lloovvee  ttoo  hheeaarr  ffrroomm  yyoouu..  

Would you like to advertise in 
the Long Furrow Magazine? 
Our current rates are: 
 
Full Page  £80 
Half Page  £40 
Quarter Page  £20 

Adult Social Care     0116 305 0004 
Afternoon Tea Tricia Marsland  0116 260 9088 
Age Concern Syston      0116 260 1476 
Anti-Social Behaviour    01509 634533 
ATC Plt Officer Andy Gaunt   07425 171549 
Beavers  Johanne Draycott     07981 101644 
Beedles Golf Club                0116 260 6759 
Bizzy Bees  Rachel Laverty          07908 781652  
Borough Councillor Laurie Needham  07807 399879 
Borough Councillor Sandra Woodward  07823 889088 
Borough Councillor Chris O’Neill   07855 812620 
Brownies  Rosemary Fraser   07981 812955 
Broomfield School                                    0116 260 6704 
Charnwood Borough Council                   01509 634666  
Charnwood Recycling and Waste   01509 634563 
Charnwood WI Claire Cox       07751 642141 
Children’s Social Care    0116 305 0005 
Citizens Advice Bureau (Legal Advice)  111 444 
County Councillor James Poland   07764 966677 
Cubs   Jayne Disney          07443 870791 
Crime Stoppers     0800 555 111 
East Goscote PC Liz Pizer                  0116 260 2202 
East Goscote Stores and Off-Licence  0116 260 6236 
EG Utd FC Academy                  07486 531608 
EG Utd FC Girls Teams                 07486 531608 
EG Utd FC U 11 Boys Jon Day                 07794 973216 
Environment Agency     0800 80 70 60 
Floodline      0345 988 1188 
Fly Tipping and Dog Concerns   01509 634564 
Fire Service Non-Emergency   0116 287 2241  
FOBs   Nicola Drage   07813 132715 
Friendship Club Marie Pole            0116 260 2287 
Greener Goscote David Cannon   07873 852372 
Guides   Michelle Baker  07872 066509  

Help Through Hardship    0808 208 2138 
Highways      0116 305 0001  
Leicestershire County Council   0116 305 4556  
Library       0116 305 3510 
Mountsorrel Tip     0116 305 000 
Messy Church     0116 286 7925 
MP Edward Argar     0116 2693789 
National Grid (Gas)     0800 111 999  
Neighbourhood Watch    0116 260 2202 
NHS Advice      111 
Pharmacy      0116 260 6734 
Plough Pub      0116 264 0444 
Police Non-Emergency    101 
Rainbows Alex Riley      07894 055128  
Real Refills      07823 889088 
Scout Group/Hut     0116 260 5457 
Scouts  Dawn Manning   07843 122313 
Severn Trent (Water)    0800 783 4444 
St Hilda’s Booking Tricia Marsland  0116 260 9088 
St Hilda’s Vicar Rev Ros Harper  07851 573236  
Syston Bowling Club     0116 269 2105 
Syston Catholic Ch Anthony Pateman  0116 260 8476 
Syston Methodist Ch Daniel Yovan   0116 260 3296 
Syston Model Rly John Malpus   0116 260 9789 
Syston Volunteer Bu. Mark    0116 260 7888 
The Beehive  Natalie Palfreyman  0116 260 7923 
Village Faults / Emergencies   07739 553380 
Village Hall Bookings     0116 260 2202 
Western Power (Electricity)    0800 056 8090  
Wreake Runners Dave Palmer   07710 448253 
Wreake Valley Lions Mrs C Grimes   0116 260 8412 
Wreake Valley Rotary John Squire   0116 259 2788 
Wreake Valley Youth Club Carol Baxter  0116 260 8858 
 

QUIZ ANSWERS: 1: None: Noah built the ark. 2: A river. 3: 0 - they are all listed in the directory. 4: A window. 5: Bicycles. 
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