Dear [MP's Name],
I am writing to request that medicine blister packs be included in the regular council recycling scheme.
[bookmark: _Hlk192759531]A recent trial by a local town council collected around 37,500 blister packs in just 8 weeks, preventing them from going to landfill. The response was overwhelmingly positive, with many residents eager to recycle but lacking local opportunities to do so. This highlights a clear and growing demand for a more widely available recycling programme, not just in one area but across the wider community.
As you are undoubtedly aware, plastic pollution remains a major environmental challenge. While efforts to reduce plastic waste are progressing, medicine blister packs remain largely unaddressed. With an aging population (Census 2021[footnoteRef:1] results show the population of England and Wales has continued to age since 2011, with the proportion of people aged 65 years and over rising from 16.4% to 18.6%), older individuals are more likely to require medication or supplements, even though age does not directly correlate with medicine use. Providing a convenient local recycling solution would be essential and beneficial for the community. [1:  Census 2021
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/birthsdeathsandmarriages/ageing/articles/profileoftheolderpopulationlivinginenglandandwalesin2021andchangessince2011/2023-04-03] 

Including medicine blister packs in the regular recycling scheme would not only meet a pressing community need but also prevent significant waste from going to landfill. These packs can be recycled into useful materials, helping to reduce waste and the carbon footprint of our community. This initiative would also reinforce the council’s commitment to sustainability and responsible waste management.
We urge you to consider this request, as it aligns with both local environmental goals and broader national waste reduction initiatives. Your support in expanding recycling options for medicine blister packs would make a meaningful and lasting difference for the environment and future generations.
Thank you for your time and consideration. I look forward to your response.

Best regards,
[Your name]
